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You can use most verbs in the continuous form  
to describe ongoing actions. Some verbs cannot 
be used in this way. These are called “state” verbs.

New language  Action and state verbs

Vocabulary  Activities

New skill  Using state verbs

Types of verbs

KEY LANGUAGE ACTION AND STATE VERBS

FURTHER EXAMPLES ACTION AND STATE VERBS

Action verbs usually describe what people or things do. State verbs usually say how things are or how someone feels. 

FIND EIGHT VERBS IN THE GRID AND WRITE THEM UNDER THE  
CORRECT HEADING

ACTION VERBS: STATE VERBS:

Action verbs can be used in  
simple forms and continuous forms.

State verbs are not usually 
used in the continuous form.

ACTION VERB STATE VERB
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COMMON MISTAKES STATE VERBS
It is incorrect to use state verbs in the continuous form.

You can’t usually use state verbs  
in the continuous form.

You can usually only use  
state verbs in the simple form.

REWRITE THE SENTENCES, CORRECTING THE ERRORS

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS IN THE SENTENCES

CHECKLIST

 Action and state verbs   Activities   Using state verbs  
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